San Joaquin County
Supervisorial Redistricting 2010
Racial/Ethnic Considerations

Universe: Total Population.

not surprising, because…

(and the remaining district is very nearly so)

Supervisorial Districts are presently Majority-Minority

A majority (4 of 5) of San Joaquin County’s

Universe: Total Population. Census blocks in red where minority population >50%

64.1% minority

439,387 (minority) / 685,306 (total) =

The County as a whole is Majority-Minority

Section 5 – Preclearance re: Retrogression
(does not apply to San Joaquin County)

Practical Application: (per Thornburg v. Gingles):
1) the minority group is sufficiently large and geographically compact
form a majority of eligible voters in a single-member district (50%+1)
2) the plaintiff minority group is politically cohesive
3) there is sufficient majority bloc-voting usually to prevent minority voters
from electing candidates of their choice (can become a complex analysis)
finally, a consideration of the “totality of circumstances”, whether minority votes are diluted
..or can address by simply retaining those majority-minority districts regardless

“No voting qualification or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice, or procedure shall be
imposed or applied by any State or political subdivision in a manner which results in a denial or
abridgement of the right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or color.”

Section 2 – Majority Minority Districts
(applies to everyone, including San Joaquin County)

Federal Voting Rights Act
Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. §§ 1973-1973aa-6)
Critical Sections regarding Redistricting:

Et cetera, but does not itself directly address racial/ethnic issues. Indirect applicability
perhaps where such issues might be cited as aspects of a “community of interest”.

21500. Following each decennial federal census, and using that census as a basis, the board shall
adjust the boundaries of any or all of the supervisorial districts of the county so that the districts shall
be as nearly equal in population as may be and shall comply with the applicable provisions of Section
1973 of Title 42 of the United States Code, as amended. In establishing the boundaries of the districts
the board may give consideration to the following factors: (a) topography, (b) geography, (c)
cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity, and compactness of territory, and (d) community of interests of the
districts.

California Elections Code §§ 21500-21506

Expands upon Federal Voting Rights Act.
Applies to jurisdictions where officials are elected “at large”.
Thus, does not apply to San Joaquin County Supervisorial Districts.

California Voting Rights Act of 2001
(California Elections Code §§ 14025-14032)

